
*IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant(s): Ould-Brahim 



Application No. : 1 0/623,400 



Group Art Unit: 
Unknown 



Filed: 07/17/2003 



Title: Hierarchical Optical VPNs in a Carrier's Carrier 
VPN Environment 



Examiner: 



Unknown 



Attorney Docket No.: 120.288 38898-0047 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

PETITION TO CORRECT FILING DATE PURSUANT T O §1.1 0(d) 

Applicant respectfully petitions the Commissioner to correct the filing date of the 
above application to reflect the change the filing date of the above application to July 17, 
2003, to reflect the date that the application was deposited with the "Express Mail Post 
Office to Addressee" service of the USPS. 

The facts surrounding the filing of the patent application by Express mail are as 
follows: 

1) . I, Lindsay McGuinness have a relationship with the Canadian Patent firm of 
Ridout and Maybee LLP, and frequently assist the firm in the filing of applications in the 
United States Patent Office. 

2) . On July 16 at 4:09 pm, I received from Ridout and Maybee specification and 
drawings to be filed for the above patent application by a requested filign date of July 17, 
2003. The cover letter illustrating receipt of these documents is attached hereto as 
Exhibit A. 
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3) . On July 16, at 4:49 pm, I forwarded the documents to my office manager, Carol 
Ann Mahoney. The cover letter illustrating the transmission of these documents is shown 
as attached Exhibit B. 

4) . On July 17, 2003, when I came into work in the morning, my office manager, 
Carol Ann Mahoney, had prepared all the necessary documents for filing the application 
and had them ready for my signature, including a return receipt postcard with the express 
mail number of the application clearly marked on the postcard. 

5) . Following my signature, per standard office practice, Ms. Mahoney filled out the 
'Date In' block of the Express Mail label to indicated July 17, 2003 (the date of filing), 
made full copies of the patent specification, drawings, paperwork, Express Mail Label, 
and postcard, placed the application in the Express Mail envelope, and placed the Express 
Mail envelope in the Express Mail deposit box which is located right outside the entrance 
to our office. The copy of the Express Mail label, as it was marked before it was placed 
in the Express Mail drop off box, is shown attached hereto as Exhibit C. 

6) . The Express Mail Drop off box ID is 01 72000005, and markings on the exterior 
of the box indicate that the pick up time for the box is 4 p.m. 

7) . After dropping the paperwork in the Express Mail Drop off box, Ms. Mahoney 
prepared a letter to Ridout and Maybee, including all paperwork that was filed for the 
application and indicating that it had been successfully filed on July 17, 2003. I signed 
the letter on that date. A copy of the letter is shown attached hereto as Exhibit D. 

8) . Upon receipt of our paperwork, Ridout & Maybee noticed that we had 
erroneously filed a request for non-publication. When we pulled the file to prepare the 
request to rescind the request for non-publication, we noticed that the application had 
incorrectly been assigned a filing date of July 1 8, 2003, rather than July 1 7, 2003. Upon 
closer inspection, we noticed that 'Date In' filed of the Express Mail Label, which was 
mailed to us as a Customer receipt from the USPS, had been changed at the USPS. It 
appears that someone within the Post Office has manually changed the 'Date In' field to 



be July 18, 2003, rather than July 17, 2003. A copy of the manually amended customer 
receipt is shown as attached Exhibit E. 

9) . Having discovered the error in filing date assignment, we have promptly prepared 
this petition to correct such error. 

1 0) . Applicant hereby petitions the Commissioner to accord the patent application the 
filing date of July 17, 2003, because that is the date that it was placed in the Express Mail 
drop box. 

11) . An affidavit from Carol Ann Mahoney regarding the above facts is attached 
hereto as Exhibit F. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true 
and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further 
that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the 
like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. 1001 and 
that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any 
patent issued thereon. 



Respectfully Submitted, 





Attorney/Agent for Applicant(s) 
Steubing McGuinness & Manaras LLP 
30 Nagog Park Drive 
Acton, MA 01720 
(978) 264-6664 
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mness 



Importance: 



Lynne Cooper [LCooper@ridoutmaybee.com] 
Wednesday, July 16, 2003 4:09 PM 
lmcguinness@smmalaw.com 
Thomas Stein 

FW: Scanned document <2 pages> - 7/16/03 5:56:28 PM 
High 




SFX2323.p38898-00438898-004SFX231B.p 
Jf (220 KB)cs.doc (19-es.doc (39 df (54 KB) 

URGENT: JULY 17, 2003 DEADLINE 

Dear Ms. McGuinness, 

Please find attached a copy of Tom Stein's letter dated July 17, 2003, a copy of the 
signed forms as set out in his letter together with a copy of the application and figures 
to be filed at the USPTO by the deadline of July 17, 2003. 



Thank you for your assistance. 
Regards, 



RECEIVED 



Ms. Lynne Cooper aiip i o onrn 

Patent and Trade-Mark Clerk HUU A ** UUJ 

Ridout & Maybee LLP 

lcooper@ridoutmaybee . com OFFICE OF PETITIONS 

Phone 613.236.1995 

Fax 613.236.2485 

http : //www. ridout maybee . com 



This communication may be privileged and may contain confidential information intended 
only for the addressee (s) . Any unauthorized copying or disclosure is not permitted. If 
you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately and delete 
this communication from your mail box. 



Original Message 

From : sharescan 

Sent: Wednesday, July 16, 2003 4:59 PM 
To : Lynne Cooper 

Subject: Scanned document <2 pages> -- 7/16/03 5:56:28 PM 



<<SFX231B.pdf >> 
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Lindsay McGuinness 



From: 
S nt: 
To: 

Subject: 



Lindsay McGuinness [lmcguinness@smmalaw.com] 
Wednesday, July 16, 2003 4:47 PM 
'Carol Ann Mahoney' 

FW: Scanned document <2 pages> - 7/16/03 5:56:28 PM 



Importance: 



High 




SFX2323.p38898-00438898-004SFX231B.p 
jf (220 KB)cs.doc (19'es.doc (39 df (54 KB) 



In case you get in before I do, here are the 
documents that we need to file for a US case for Tom Stein, tomorrow 



Thanks 
L 



Original Message 

From: Lynne Cooper [mailto:LCooper@ridoutmaybee.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 16, 2003 4:09 PM 
To: lmcguinness@smmalaw. com 
Cc: Thomas Stein 

Subject: FW: Scanned document <2 pages> -- 7/16/03 5:56:28 PM 
Importance: High 

URGENT: JULY 17, 2 003 DEADLINE 
Dear Ms. McGuinness, 

Please find attached a copy of Tom Stein's letter dated July 17, 2003, a copy of the 
signed forms as set out in his letter together with a copy of the application and figures 
to be filed at the USPTO by the deadline of July 17, 2003. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Regards , 



Ms . Lynne Cooper 

Patent and Trade -Mark Clerk 

Ridout & Maybee LLP 

lcooper@ridoutmaybee . com 

Phone 613.236.1995 

Fax 613.236.2485 

http : //www. ridoutmaybee . com 

This communication may be privileged and may contain confidential information intended 
only for the addressee (s) . Any unauthorized copying or disclosure is not permitted. If 
you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately and delete 
this communication from your mail box. 
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From: sharescan 

Sent: Wednesday, July 16, 2003 4:59 PM 
To: Lynne Cooper 

Subject: Scanned document <2 pages > -- 7/16/03 5:56:28 PM 
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30 Nagog Parle Drive 
Acton, MA 01720 USA 
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(978)-2G4-9119 Facsimile 
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July 17, 2003 

Thomas Stein 
Ridout & Maybee LLP 
150 Metcalfe Street 
Ottawa, Canada K2P 1P1 

Re: New Patent Application 
YourRef: 38898-0047 
Our File: 120-288 



Dear Tom: 

Attached are the filing papers for the above-identified patent application filed 



today. 



If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Very truly yours, 

Steubing McGuinness & Manaras LLP 




Lindsay G. McGuinness 
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Exhibit F 



1. 
2. 

3. 
4. 

5. 

6. 
7. 



AFFADAVIT OF CAROL ANN MAHONEY 

Ann Mahoney, attest that the following facts are true: 

On the afternoon of July 16, 2003, 1 received an e-mail from Lindsay 
McGuinness requesting that I prepare paperwork for the filing of a patent 
application received from the firm Ridout & Maybee. 
I arrived at work at approximately 8 a.m. on July 1 7, 2003. Shortly after my 
arrival, I prepared documents for filing, including a return receipt postcard, 
utility patent application transmittal form, fee transmittal form and a non- 
publication request. 

When Lindsay McGuinness arrived at the office, she signed the paperwork 
that I had prepared. 

Per standard office practice, I then filled in the Express Mail Label 'Date In' 
box, and made a copy of all the paperwork that was to be filed with the case, 
including a copy of the return receipt postcard and the return receipt label, 
which are shown in attached Exhibit C. 

After making copies of all papers filed, I placed the application paperwork in 
an Express Mail Envelope, affixed the Express Mail Label to the envelope, 
added postage, and then walked over to and deposited the envelope in the 
Express Mail drop box which is approximately ten yards from my desk. 
Although I do not know the exact time that I deposited the application in the 
Express Mail box, I am comfortable stating that the time was somewhere 
between 10 am and 2 pm, and am certain that it was well before the 4pm pick 
up time. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are 
true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be 
true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that 
willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or 
imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. 1001 and that such willful false 
statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued 
thereon. 
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PTO/SB/21 (08-00) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



TRANSMITTAL 
FORM 

(to be used for all correspondence after initial filing) 


Application Number 


10/623400 


Filing Date 


07/17/2003 ] 


First Named Inventor 


Ould-Brahim 


Group Art Unit 


Unknown 


Examiner Name 


Unknown 


Total Number of Pages in This Submission 




Attorney Docket Number 


120-288 38898-0047 



ENCLOSURES (check all that apply) 



X 

X 
X 

X 
X 

X 



Petition to Correct Filing Date 
Pursuant to §1.1 0(d) 



Exhibit A - letter 

Exhbit B - letter 

Exhibit C - Express Mail label 
before mailing 

Exhibit D - Letter 



Exhibit E - Modified Express Mail 
label 

Affadavit of Carol Ann Mahoney 



Remarks 



r^-i Other Enclosure(s) {please 
IX| identify below): 

Return Receipt Postcard 



Please charge any deficiency or credit any overpayment to Deposit 
Account No. 502569. 



SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT 



Firm 
or 

Individual name 



Lindsay G. McGuinness, Reg. No. 38,549 
Steubing McGuinness & Manaras LLP 



Signature 



Date 



August 7, 2003 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING or FACSIMILE | 


I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted or mailed to the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
on this date: August 7, 2003 


1 " 


Type or printed name 


Carol Ann Mahoney 


Signature 


(l/2Jyff^/yl1An WlsfiJhAW&A Date August 7, 2003 



time your are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, Patent and Tr&Jernark Office, Washington, DC 20231 . DO NOT SEND FEES OR 
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington. DC 20231 . 
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VA 20102 
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UTILITY 
PATENT APPLICATION 
TRANSMITTAL 

(Only for new nonprovisionel applications under 37 CFR 1.53(b)) 



Attorney Docket No. 



First Inventor 



We 



38898-0047 120-288 



Ould-Brahim, Hamid 



Hierarchical Optical VPNS (HOVPN) in |^ S 
Carrier's Carrier VPN Environment » 



Express Mail Label No. 



EV329723873US ^ 




APPLICATION ELEMENTS 

See MPEP chapter 600 concerning utility patent application contents. 



ADDRESS TO: 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Fee Transmittal Form (e.g., PTO/SB/17) 

(Submit oh original a*d a duplicate for fee procwixg) 

Applicant claims small entity status. 
See 37 CFR 1.27. 

"xH Application for Patent [Total Pages 

fo/efematf arranoement set fort/) Mow) 

20 pp. Specification 
5 pp-Ctaim(s) 1-18 
1 pg.- Abstract of the Disclosure 



7 | | CD-ROM or CD-R in duplicate, large table or 
| J Computer Program (Appendix) 

8. Nucleotide and/or Amino Acid Sequence Submission 
{if applicable, all necessary) 

| \ Computer Readable Form (CRF) 



a. 
b. 



Specification Sequence Listing on: 

O CO-ROM or CD-R (2 copies); or 
it i~l paper 
I | Statements verifying identity of above copies 



4. | X | Drawing(s)/35US.C. 113) [Total Sheets 

5. Oath or Declaration [Total Sheets 

a« | X | Newly executed (original or copy) 
b. 



□ 



□ Copy from a prior application (37 CFR 1.63 (d)) 
(for continuation/divisional with Box 18 completed) 

□ DELETION OF INVENTORY 
Signed statement attached deleting inventors) 
named in the prior application, see 37 CFR 
1.S3<dK2) and 1.33(b). 

Application Data Sheet. See 37 CFR 1.76 



c 

c 

c 

E 

E 
□ 



ACCOMPANYING APPLICATION PARTS 



□ Copies of IDS 
Citations 



Assignment Papers 

37 CFR 3.73(b) Statement r~j Power of 
(when tnere is an assignee) | *_l Attorney 

English Translation Document (if applicable) 

Information Disclosure 
Statement (IDSyPTO-1449 

Preliminary Amendment 

Return Receipt Postcard (MPEP 503) 
(Should be specificatfy itemized) 

Certified Copy of Priority Documents) 

(if foreign priority is claimed) 

Non publication Request under 35 U.S.C. 122 

(bX2)(B)(i). AppHcant must attach form PTO/SB/35 

or its equivalent. 

Other: Power of Attorney; ^pwntment of Associate 
Agent 



1S If a CONTINUING APPLICATION, check appropriate box, and supply the requisite information below and in a preliminary amendment, 
or in an Application D ata S heet under 37 CFR 1. 76: 

I I Continuation | | Divisions! | ) Continuatton-in^ert (CIP) of pnor application No.: 

Pnof eppticatjon hfofmsUon: Examiner Group MUn*: 

For CONTINUATION or DIVISIONAL APPS only: The entire disclosure of the prior application, from which an oath or declaration Is supplied under Box 5b, 
is considered a part of the disclosure of the accornpanvr>g continuation or divisional application and is hereby Incorporated by reference. The incorporation can 
only, be relied upon when a portion has been Inadvertently omitted from the submitted application parts. 



19. CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS 



l_ J Customer Number or Bar Code Labet 



07 I X I Correspondence address below 



Name 



Ridout & Maybee, LLP 



150 Metcalfe Street, 19* floor 



Address 



City 



Ottawa 



State 



Ontario 



Zip Code 



K2P1P1 



Country 



Canada 



Telephone 



613-236-1995 



Fax 



Name (PrintAype) 


Lindsay McGuinness 


Registration No. (Attorn 


ey/Agentl 


38.549 


Signature 


abi^^^- 


Date 


July 17, 2003 



Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 0 2 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of lime you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office. Washington, DC 20231 . DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents. Box Patent Application, Washington. DC 202^. 
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U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



FEE TRANSMITTAL 
for FY 2003 

Patent fees are subject to annua/ mvisbn. 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 




RfinqDate 


Herewith 


RrelNarned Inventor 


Quld-Branim 


Examiner Name 




Art Unit 




□ Applicant Claims small entity status. See 37 CFR 1 .27 


TOTAL AMOUNT OF PAYMENT ($)790.00 


Attorney Docket No. 


120-288 



METHOD OF PAYMENT (check a// that apply) 



FEE CALCULATION (continued) 
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3 Charge fee(s) tntfeated below, except for the fUng fee 
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1. BASIC FILING FEE 



Large Entity 


Smail Entity 


Fee 
Code 


Fee 
($) 


Fee 
Code 


Fee 
(S) 
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760 


2001 


380 


Utility filing (ee 


1002 


340 


2002 


170 


Design filing fee 


1003 


520 


2003 


260 


Plant tiling tee 


1004 


760 


2004 


380 


Reissue filing fee 


1005 


160 


2005 


80 


Provisional fiing fee 



Fee Paid 



750.00 



SUBTOTAL (1) I ($) 750.00 



2. EXTRA CLAIM FEES 



Total Claims 
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Claims 

Multiple Dependent 



18 



E xtra Cla ims 
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Large Entity 
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Code 
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1201 
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1205 
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($) 
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Fee Paid 



Small Entity 



fee Description 

2202 9 Claims in excess of 20 

2201 43 Independent daims rn excess of 3 

2203 145 Mutopte depends dzm, rf not pa*d 

2204 43 "'Reissue independent claims 

over original patent 

2205 9 "Reissue claims in excess of 20 

and over original patent 
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Large Entity 


Small Entity 




Pee 


Fee 


Fee 


Fee 


Fee Description 


Code 




Code 


»> 


1051 


130 


2051 


65 


Surcharge - late filing fee or oath 


1052 


50 


2052 


25 


Surcharge - late provisional filing fee or 








cover sheet 


1053 


130 


1053 


130 


Non-English specification 


1812 


2.520 


1812 


2.520 For fifing a request for ex parte reexamination 


1804 


920* 


1804 


920* 


Requesting publication of SIR prior to 


Examiner action 


1805 


1,840* 


1805 


1,840* 


Requesting publication of SIR after 
Examiner action 


1251 


110 


2251 


55 


Extension for reply within first month 


1252 


410 


2252 


205 


Extension for reply within second month, 
minus 1" month already paid 


1253 


940 


2253 


470 


Extension for reply within third month 


1254 


1,470 


2254 


735 


Extension for reply within fourth month 


1255 


2.000 


2255 


1.000 


Extension for reply within fifth month 


1401 


320 


2401 


165 


Notice of Appeal 


1402 


320 


2402 


165 


FBing a brief in support of an appeal 


1403 


290 


2403 


145 


Request for oral hearing 


1451 


1.510 


1451 


1,510 


Petition to institute a public use proceeding 


1452 


110 


2452 


55 


Petition to revive - unavoidable 


1453 


1.310 


2453 


655 


Petition to revive - unintentional 


1501 


1.310 


2501 


655 


Utifrty issue fee (or reissue) 


1502 


470 


2502 


235 


Design issue fee 


1503 


630 


2503 


315 


Plant Issue fee 


1460 


130 


1460 


130 


Petitions to the Commissioner 


1807 


50 


1807 


50 


r*roce*sing fee under 37 CFR 1t7(q) 


1806 


160 


1806 


180 


Submission of Information Disclosure Stmt 


8021 


40 


8021 


40 


Recording each patent assignment per 
property (times number of properties) 


1809 


760 


2809 


380 


Ring a submission after final refection 




(37 CFR § 1.129(a)) 


1810 


760 


2810 


380 


For each additional invention to be 


examined (37 CFR § 1 129(b)) 


1801 


760 


2801 


380 


Request tor Continued Exarrinatton (RCE) 


1802 


900 


1802 


900 


Request for expedited examination 


of a design application 



Fee Paid 



• or number previously paki. if greater, for Reissue*, see above 



Other fee (specify) 

'Reduced by Basic Filing Fee Paid 



SUBTOTAL (3) 



40.00 



(1)40.00 



SUBMITTED BY 



[Registration No. | v 
(Atiomey/Aoartt) | 38,549 

AL*K< ^ ^ \ Date | 07 /17/2003 

IING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not 
be Included on this form. Provide credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038. 
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This collection ol information is required by 37 CFR 1 ,17 and 1.27. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which 1$ to file (and by the 
USPT0 lo process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 37 U S.C 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time wilt vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions (or reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office. U.S. Department of Commerce. Washington. DC 20231. OO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: 
Commissioner for Patents, Washington. OC 20231. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-400-PTO-9199 (1-800-78&-9199) and select option 2 



NOTICE OF FEE DUE 



DATE: $1-Jl»>~n3> 



TO: 





FROM: Office of Initial Patent Examination 
SUBJECT: Fee Due 

APPLICATION NUMBER: JflfajL^WO 



A fee is due for the attached document submitted to the U. S. Patent and 1 
Office for the following reason. Please check the application for the appr< 
authorization to charge a deposit account. If an authorization is present, p 
charge the appropriate fee. If an authorization is not present, notify the ap 
the fee deficiency. 



□ Insufficient fee by check 
^^Insufficient funds in deposit account 

□ Declined credit card 

□ Non authorization for charge to deposit account 



□ No fee submitted per requirement * 



The correct fee code: ' 



The suspended fee code: 197 
Fee Due 



amount 
amount 
amount 



If you have any questions, please contact Cynthia Streater at 703?30$ r S430 
Eleanor Kurtz at 703-308-3642. 
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